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F he story of Eddie Slovik is the story of a man who
didn't count. Anyone familiar with the wotings of Kt
Vonnegut will understand what attracted him to this person:

fus ttlerss=ss, hes dismal ite, his tragic death,

As \Vonnegut suggests in all of his writings, evaryone counts, every-
one matiers. He would disagres, | think, with Aristotie's reguirement that
thi hero of @ tragedy must fall from a high place. Sovik is & real life chare
acter who could have boaen tha protagonist in Arthur Miller's Death of &
Salesman. Slovik mattered because he was,

The male character in LHstore du Soldat was & petty criminal, 8
loser Chver a si-maonth period he embezzded $58 60 from a drug store
and went ko prison where no one visied him, This made him inehgible for
militery service st the outbreak of World VWar |l But by the time he wes
22 he had married and straightened hes life out; the Army “overlooked”
his marly past and drafted him.

In less than & year he was in the front lines in one of the most viciows
confrontations of the confict. He deserted, surrendered to authorities,
was tried and sentenced to desth, There were 40,000 other deserters
during the war, 49 were sentanced to death. Only Slovik wes executed
[under Dwight Eisanhower's: orders),

He died brevely; he knew what he was fecing, & ssems that the
uncirtaintes of combat were what frghtanad him. As Vonnegut shows
hare, with the musc of igor Stravinsky—one of the major 20th century
artists—this i 8 tragic story, tragic for an individual, tragee for our world.

Haorry James Cargas,
Professor Emeritus,
Litergture and Language Departmaint
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LHISTOIRE DU SOLDAT

Mussaz by WViritan by
igor Stravingki Kurt Vonnagut

Created and Choreographed by Patricia Birch

Directed by Musical Directan by
Sath Gordan A Hobart Johnson
ks de MNeveu
Cast
Genernl e eessaseanea.. - rt Aomans®
MPE .. .- LT . Bill Lymeh*
BN v r o d : . . . . Jocob Knoll 88
Red Cross Girl .. .. Anre Deverssux Vega ‘87
BT o ey | S T , Saki Teukyl 28

* indicates members of Actors’ Equity Association

Special Thanks
Marilyn and Sam Fox, Margie W, May, John May &
Sally Lavy and family,

Dorothy Marsnall Englis, Carole Tucker, John Wylia,
Allen Carl Larson, Virginia Johnson & Alamo Military Collectibles,
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Production Scaff

Production Managar . . . . .. .. .. .. Matt Lacey 97
Boenic Designar, . .. . : s =« 4 Duns Onl
Costurmia: Designar g Malissa Mchay 37
Lighting Designer | . . . . Matthew Gross ‘G7
Assistant Chorengrapher . v+ oo Gary Hubler
Technical Director. . .. .. .. ... ... Thomas Begley
Stape Manager. .. .. .. ... ..... Amy Gormet ‘97
Assistant Stage Managar . | -l'..hl:ua Sorenson 0O
ACocompansst . . : v e . Blice Melson
Casting Director. ., ............,.Corme Howk
Orchestra Contractor .« . Allen Carl Larson
Hoisse Maneger . , . . . . i« o Tanya Znkovic 97
Crchestra
Vialin i R L) . -+ - Haruks \Watanabe
Clarinat, . . . ..., " . « . . Eae Parker
Bassoon . ... .. v vh e we e s+ Donks Bauer
Trumpet. - . . - ..o vonen s -, Malcalm MoDuffes
Trambone. . : «voveo .. Dovd Bruenger

Participating Schools
Webster Groves High School William Gussner, Superintendent;
Pat Voss, Principal; Ed Grooms Orama Fecuity,

Merrx Hal High School: Sr. Barbara Foche, 5.1 President
Mary Schenkenbarg, Principal, Maggie Ryan, Drama Faculty.
5t. Lous Universty High Schoal: Father Fobert Costalio, President.
Dr. Robert Bannister, Principal; Joseph Schulte, Orama Faculty.
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Patricia Birch

Crestor and Choreographer
Paorscas Birch, the creator and choreographer of the production, has
recened two Emmys and fowr Tony noménations, Maost recently she
wan an Emmy for har direction of the two-part PBS special,
Celebrating Gershwan and for Matale Cole. Uinforgettable with Love
Birch has done the musical staging and choreography for the original
Broadway and off-Broadway productions of You're 8 Good Man, Charle
EBrown, The Me Nobody Knows, 4 Lite Mght Musc, Grease, Candide
Pacific Dvertures, Zoot Sut, end Gidas Radner; Live From Mew ¥ork

A. Aobart Johnson

rMMusical Director
A Aobert Johnson, aks de Meveu, a graduate of The Julliard School
5 8 musss drector and conductor, He made hes Mew York conducting
debut on February 12, 1972 o Town Hall during the New York City
radio station WINYCs Annual Festival of Amencan Music. in 1868
Johnson resigned his pesgion in the homn section of the Mew York
Philharmonic to found the Mew Yors Philomusics, which s known for
its stimulating programming and probing inberpretation of both
rraditional end unfamear musc. Ik is now n its 25th season
Thi Strawsnsky,/Vonnegut project is one of numerous omginal program-
matc icdeas for which Johnson, through the New York Philomusica,
has become wwdely known and respecied,

Sath Gordon '

Oirectoor
Seth Gordon, director, is the associate producer of Prmary Stages in
Mew York Cioy an off-Broadway thester company dedicated 1o produc-
ing i phanys. He has directed productions st many different theatars
in New York, in addition to Primary Stages. and has served &s resk
dent director for the Carnegse Mellon Showcase of MNew Plays in
Pitzsburgh. He also recently served as a panelist for the Pennsys/ania
Council an the Arts
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This is a pressntation of
The Collags of Fine Arts

Pater Sargent—Dean

Byron Grant—Chair, Department of Theatre and Dance
The Conservatory of Theatre Arts at Wehster offers B.E A degress in regonal
theatre, musical thaatre, desagntech, and Slage managsment, and s the
oy undergraduate institunion in the country that works directly with two major
regional performmeng arts organizations, The Aegertory Theatre of St Lows and
The Opern Theatre of S¢. Louis. The Conservatory presents six fully produced
shows a year, ncluding two musicals.

Gary Hubler—{rector of Dance Program
Ehmamw:atwabmnrnmunhuupnurtunqmpaﬂnrmmhm:mus-
based dence comparsss. Tha Webster Dance Ensambis presents thras major
concerts per year Webster Oance Thestre s & professional compdny that
inchuties advanced students and arsa professonals, both B.A sod B EA.
degrees are offered. -

Tom Lang—Chair, Department of Art
mmMmuanmmuﬂpmﬁmmM
sion, ahernative spproaches and expenmentstion. Students work towsrd & Epe-
cialized B FA degree or @ general BA. degres in art weh an emphosis in sty
dio art or art history and critivism. An art educstion emphasis s also availsble.

Allen Carf Lerson=—Acting Char, Department of Music
Performance opportunities are an integral part of Webster's music program.
The primary focus of the music deparoment = instruction designed to prepars
studerits for careers n commercial music. compasition, jarr siudies, musc
Boucation, pedagogy. and perfarmanca Complermenting the impresshe e
ronment aof St Lows, & full and varied season & offarsd by the department.
The sesson includes studant and faculty recitals. as wall s performances by
guest Frists and campus muscal organizstions



